New Parks

“The New Parks passed out of Crown hands in the late 16th century and by 1781 belonged
to a Mr Clarke. The Clarke family remained the owners until 1843, when a good deal of the
northern part was acquired by Thomas Stokes, a Leicester hosier, who built New Parks
House in 1845-46.”
http://landedfamilies.blogspot.co.nz/2013/08/60-robertson-aikman-of-ross-house.html

It seems likely that the Mr Clarke referenced here is John Clarke[1] (1730-1793) who was
married to Sarah nee Worthington. A comprehensive biography of his son - John Clarke[2]
(1781-1858) is included in the Greater Wigston Historical Society Bulletin 60 (available
online at http://wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk/GWHS%20Bulletin%2060.pdf). Although these
Clarkes aren’t entered in the Clarke pedigree, the amount of overlap in the lives of these two
families makes it seem almost certain that they were cousins of some sort, though their
particular branch hasn’t yet been identified.

The follow record from 1798 gives details of a land tax transaction where the proprietor is
given as a Mrs S Clarke and the occupiers includes a Rob. Clarke. John Clarke[1] died in
1793, so the Mrs S Clarke here is probably his wife Sarah Clarke. The Rob. Clarke could
well be Robert Clarke, the father of John Clarke[3] (father of CS Clarke).
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http://landedfamilies.blogspot.co.nz/2013/08/60-robertson-aikman-of-ross-house.html
http://wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk/GWHS%20Bulletin%2060.pdf

John Clarke[3] and his two siblings were born in Duddington between 1791 and 1794, so the
family weren’t living at New Parks at that time. In 1824 a marriage notice in The Lincoln,
Rutland and Stamford Mercury (The Lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury (Stamford,
England), Friday, November 26, 1824; pg. 3; Issue 4888. British Newspapers, Part IV:
1780-1950) describes John Clarke[3] as "Gen. of New Parks”.

It is my conjecture that Robert Clarke leased the New Parks house from his relation John
Clarke[1]’s widow Sarah sometime between 1794 and 1798. When Robert Clarke died in
1820 his son John Clarke[3] took over the lease and he and his wife Sarah made it their
home. All of their twelve children were born there between 1827 and 1843.

Note that the New Parks estate seems to consist of several houses and/or estates - one of
these was owned by Thomas Worthington who later married Jane Clarke, sister of John

Clarke[3].

The following are some newspaper extracts that reference New Parks during this time.



————— —— —
| Weare hill}pr to record, that the present wek has presented
| & more cheering aspect for the farmer, than severa] of the pre-
| teding ones, With some exceplions, the weather ha, bean
fine, though accompanied with eold nights; and harvest has
| fommenced in many paris of the county.
A most violent thunder storm, accompanied wigy hail and
| TAID, was experienced st and near .hhhrdn-la-Zuunh, on Sa.
"“f'i':}' afternoon, The lightning was of the most vivid des.
| €ription, wnd the rain and hail fell in the greatest abundanece,
At Rlve_u:tnna, the hail fell in such large pieces ag 10 cause
dﬂltrr_mhuu Lo almost every pane of glass in the hothouses of
— Fosbrooke, Esy. We are informed, that one hundred
pounds will not cover the injury which has been sustained by
M_r. l'mbmoke, from the storm. The roads were inundated
with water to a considerable depth and extent; the water
poured down the adjoining closes into the highway in torrents,
About two hours before, the rain came down in such 1a
" Quantities at Mountsorrel and Melton Mowbray, as to overflow
the streets, and force itself into different ouses, in spite of every
exertion to keep it out. At Melten, our informant tells us, a

boat might have sailed aloug the streets, so great was (he influx |

of water. The flood on the Ashby read, which we noticed last
week, did considerable damage to the highway, many parts of
which, for more than & mile in exlent, were 50 uprooted and
injured, as to render it necessary to employ workmen ever since
in filling up holes and levelling the mnunsa of sand which had
been thrown together by the tvater. - Several small bridges on
the road side, leading to the adjoining lands, were forced down
by the stream, and the materials with which they were erected,
washed to some distance from the spot. The appearance of
this road. on Friday morning, from the bridge on this side of
Abbey -gate, to the entrance of Mr. Worthington's close, lead-
ing to New Parks, resembled e river, and was in many places
on the level turnpike road, five and six feetin depth. Thehay
washed from Mr. Worthington's close, must have been very
considerable, as great quantities of it were to be seen heside
the hedges, when the flood abated. 5o alarming a scene did
the overflow of the road present, that after the ‘Ashby mail had
Buue some distance in the water, the passengers became appre-
hensive fur their safe return (fur progeeding on their journey
then, was out of the question), and sciyally began to undress
themselves, in arder to escape from their-danger by swimming.
Fortypetely, however, this was rendgred yhnecessary, by the
dexterity of the coachman, who sueecteded in turning his
horses® heads, and tsking the meil batERhé tnn, without sus-
thiuing any aceident. o il

Un Thursday last, part of the 93¢d R!:‘:uut of Highlanders,

with their kilts an . neecod thanioak 012 A

Leicester Chronicle August 2 1828
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quittal was taken hy cansent of 1he prog~cutor’s connsel.

BITRGLARY AT NEW PARKS.

JOHNN SPRING an! GENMRGE CARTER were
charend with havine harslarionsly hroken into the honss
af Mr, Thwnas Waorthineton, at New Parks, 'n the
nizht of the 12th of Doeember, and s*nlen therefron
znvenral articles of wearine sunacal, & JOSEPI
LEADER. a Joew-hav, dealine in pens awd peneils, was
inchinlad in the indie ment, 'nt was adinitted kine's
evidlence, — The rase was as lllows ; —

In the nieht of the 12th af Decemher, the pragecator
reticed tn - est, nlier ac~eine thar the doors aned windows
weore 11 f atensd: and in the m rmine at 6 o'clok,
when he eane davn staire. he foand that a window
had heen apened, and soveral articlea of wearine apparsl
an-l nther neaperty g olen.  Near the house, there were
prin‘s of the fiet of twa or theee a2rsoaz, one of whom
{anasrently to rendesr detection more difficalty had - ne
off hi: shoes and s onckines, and wa'ked barefont, The
penaeentor carne aver to Leices'er in the forennon
of the 13th, anl eave infornation of the rohherye to the
Palice —On the svne dav. acenmling tn Leader, the
nrisners (one of whon, 8 rine, was his fellow Indeer
in \hhevestrest, andl, he aai l. had hieen ant all night,)
asked hi'n tn paen anl s=11 snne elothes fo- them,
promiziner tn wive him a ghilline for hia tronhle, He eon-
sented. and puwned n eont st Mr. Watson's. in Relerave.
wate, Carter and Sorine stundineg antsids the shop
Thew then went tn Mr. Daniel Walker's clathine_chap,
in Cank-s'reet, where Carter sali 4 coat fords ). The
weaxt sho» at which they eallsdl waus Mre. Markham's in
R lerave.gate, ~t which Leader solid a vair of shies,
Mn le vinr the shan. Piliceman Beanehton ( No. B) tank
hin into costdy. d& alan Sorine: the poiremon saw Carter
standio o nonnaite the ghon, hat wae nnable ta apnrehoend
him ton: Carler, therefores, get off. and wos not talken
until Thoarsday the 16th ipst, when Mre. Janes Hallisre
anrchende ] him in Hincklev,  Soring. safter his ap-
wrehengion, was taken to Noew Parcks ; aned his shoes and
stockines havive heen pomeoved. hia feet wore camnareed
with the prints left on the —onnd hy the harefoated
harelar, und exactly corrsp nded.  On ane foot, he had®
A la=we haninn : aned this tellied ta a niecety with the fin-
nression of snch an exerescence in the fontinarks pear
the hanse of Mr. Wo thinet m. On the persan of Sprine.
alzn, there was fann-l a bla-k enat, warm nneler a fustion
iarket; and in his jacket.-packet a carvine knife. The
et anl knife were ilentifisd by Mr. Worthinetan as
hia nronerte : ancd the enate dispos d oF at Me. Watgnn's
and M+« Walker's were alsn identified. Mr. Wa'ker
caid that he halicved Carter to he the man froon whom
he hang'it on= of the ¢ wats, but he coald not posi ively
mwear to him

Carter cal'e]l twn witnesees to aneak tn his charmetor
fir honeatw, hath of wham said that thes had known
hiin far 20 ne vears, darine which ke had home n fair
repatation. —In renly tn Mr. Homfrev, the prossentor's
ronagel, they admitted having heasl that he (Carter)
hol hoon in manl for eighteen of the last twentv-fonre
months, hnt said that he was confined for an assaolt, and
not for dishonesty.,

The jury found hoth the prisoners gnilty. and his
Lordship ordered sentence of death to he recorded.

A FEROCIOUS ASSAULT.

TAFITRY TIFFs arres L] w.w mEs..w -l

Leicester Chronicle March 25 1837
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List 3.—GAMEKEFPERS bein
Adams, William, appointed by Chas. March Phil-
lipps, Esq. for Garendon, Dishley, Kuightthorpe,
Tuorpacre, Hathern, Sheeps.'l.lem{ Grucedieu, aud
Merrill Grange
Adams, Heury, by the Earl of Stamford and War-
rington, for Bradgate, Bradgate Park, Newtown
Linford, Mapplewell, Mall;‘plewell Longdale,
mEstmm. Ausiy, Ansty Pastures, Glenfield,
tby, Newtown Unthank, Newtown Botches-
ton, Markfield, Stanton-under-Bardon, Barle-
stoue, and the several parts of Charnwosd Forest
belonging to the said manors
Allcroft, Edward, by Richurd Cheslyn, Esq. for the
liberty or pluce of Langley Priory, the lurdship
of Diseworth, and the manor of Whartopp alius
Wavertoft Grange
Almond, John, by Charles Nevill, Esq. for Holt,
Medbourn, aud Bradley
Beaumont, Samuel, by G. A. L. Keck, Esq. and
othiers, for Evington
Beaumont, Samuel, by G. A. L. Keek, Esq. fur
‘T'burnby, Oadby, and Knighton
Coleman, Joseph, by Henry Greene, Esq. for Rolle-
sione and Norton by Galby
Cooke, William, by the Duke of Rutland, for Plua-
gar, Barkstone, Hedmile, and Stathern
Cooke, David, by the Trustees of the late Rev, P.
Story, for Lockington, Kegworth, and Osgath ip
Cooke, David, by Sir George Crewe, Bart. for He-
mington
Dawson, Joseph, by the Earl of Harborough, for
Saxby, Stapleford, and Wywondbam, i the
county of Leicester, and Wbissendine and Teigh,
in the county of Rutland -
Dean, Thomas, by A. L. Emerson, Esq. for Ulvers-
croft -
Farley, James, by E. B. llurtopp, Esq. for Burton
Lazuars
Farmer, William, by Richard Arkwrizht, Esq. for
Normanton Turville und Bassett House
[loyte, Mordin, by the Duke of Rutland, for Granby
and Sutton, in t 1@ county of Nottinghan
Hoyte, Joln, by the Duke of Rutland, for Croxton
Kerrial, Bescohy, Saltby, Sproxtou, Thorpe Ar-
nold, and Walthuamn

e dn e e dha EiL

Leicester Chronicle September 13 1834

——

g Awessed Servants, at £1 5s, each.

Hcate. Samuel, by the Duke of Rotland, for Granby
and Sutton, in the connty of Nottingham, Bark-
stoue, Plungar, Hose, Harbhy, Redmile, Bottes-
ﬁd, and Normaoton, in the county of Leices
Ireson, Johu, by Mrs. Sarah Otway Cave, for Wes-
trill and Stanmore, South Kilworth and Husbands
Bosworth, in the county of Leicester, and Stan-
ford, in the county of Nurthampton
Kenney, James, by Charles Loraine Sinith, Esq. for
Enderhy
Lakin, Thomas, by F. W. Wollaston, Esq. for Shen-
ton and Upton
Lees, Thomas, by the Rev. W. N. Greuley, for
Netherseal
Picwk, ﬁ'ill'mm, by the Rer. G. W. Sawyer, for Dalby
olds
Pickering. Philip, by the Hon. Company of Bowvers
311:: Cit r.-fpl..nt{luu, for Isley \l:'al{nn 4
Prince, Willinm, by Sir E. C. Hartopp, Bart. for
Aston Flamyille, Sharnford and Knizghton
Riekett, William, by the Duke of Rutland, for Bel-
voir, Bottesford, Eusth y Normanton, and
Musson, in the County of Leicester, and Wools-
y in the couuty of Lincoln.
Robinson, John, by G. A. L. Keck, Esq. for Stongh-
tou, Hooghiton, Little Siretton. Galby. and Frishy.
Staples, William, by the Rev. Gilbert Beresford, for
ylestone
Swingler, William, by the Rev. [Tenry Palmer, for
Owston, Newbolld, aud Witheote
Shimmeld, Jawmes, by the Duke of Rutland, for
*ipmn, Braupston, and Euton
mmpsou, Jooathan, by Sir George Beaumont,
Bart. for Coleorton
Turner, John, by John Clarke, Esq. for New Parks
Welch, Benjamin, by Miss Louisa Sawyer, fur Dalby
Wolds
Widdowson, John, by Sir Heary Halford, Bart. for
Wistow. Newton Harcourt, Kilby, Fleckuey, and
Nether Kibworth
Widdowson, John, by Sir C. M. Lamb, Bart. for
Foston
Widduwson, John, by Merton College, Oxford, for
Kibworth Harcourt.

il D d M. AT



THREE GoLp BROOCHES are now, we understand,
in the hande of Mr. Charters, Superintendent of the
Borough Police, which can be had by the owners.

Roris Count, JuLy B.—FroweR v. HARTOPP
AND OTHERS.—Lord Lapgdale gave judgmeut in this
cause, which was argued on the 8th of June last. The
case came on hefore the Court upou exceptions to the
Master's report taken by Jobu Clarke, of the New Parks,
near Leicester, gentleman, the purchaser of a water
corn-mill, mill-house, dwelling-house, and ground, in the
horough of Leicester, contracted to be wold to him under
a decree in the cause for £1,300, Upoun reference to
the Master, he reported in favour glighe title, w hereupon
these exceptions were taken. Theobjections were, that
the title to the property, which formerly belonged to the
Duchy of Lancaster, was created under letters patent of
2nd Charles I., in which there was reserved to the king,
his heir, and successors, a power of re-entry in case all
or any of the mills thereby granted shoald be at any
time 1n decay, and should not be repaired within one
year after a decree made for that purpese in the Court
of the Duchy of Lancaster, which power of re-eatry, if
a present existing right, would, it was alleged, entirely
defeat the purchaser's ohject; and, secondly, that the
gmpen]r aa set forth in the abstract of title was pot suf-

ciently identified with the pro deveribed in the
printed particulars under which Clarke purchased. At
the hearing of the arguments his lordship had allowed
the exception on the latter objection ; but on the former,
namely, as to the Crown having s right of re-entry, be
had reserved his decision until the present occasion. It
is alleged on behalf of the purchaser, and in sopport of
this exception, that the l:'fght of re-entry is either in the
Crown or in the grantee of the fee farm rent; hat be had
careflully gone through the Acts, and especially the 2nd
of Charles 1., and could find nothing to sustain this
allegation. The Crown had no right to re-entry except
for the publie good, and in those times water mills were
of great importance, but their pecessity for the conve-
nience of the public having ceased, so alsc has ceased
the power of the Crown. He, therefore, overraled this
exception, and referred the case back to the Master, to
review his report upon the other exception which he bad
allowed, as to the property being sufficiently identified
in the abstract of title with the deseription given in the
printed particulars,

Leicester Chronicle 15 July 1843

In 1843 John Clarke[2] went bankrupt and as a consequence was forced to sell the New
Parks estate along with a large proportion of his vast property portfolio. The sale went ahead
in 1844. The details of this can be read in the GWHS bulletin as referenced above. John
Clarke[3] and family were forced out of the property and moved to Leicester central. Though
it seems likely that John Clarke[3] had the intention of acquiring or leasing another country
house (in 1846 a marriage notice for his daughter refers to him as “John Clarke, Esq., of
Leicester, and Manor House, Turlangton), three years later they were still living in Leicester
when first John and then his wife Sarah contracted Cholera and died.



There is no information on what happened to the house that the Clarkes lived in at New
Parks - a new house was constructed by the new owner Thomas Stokes in 1845 so it is
likely that the old houses were simply pulled down.



