
New Parks  
 
“The New Parks passed out of Crown hands in the late 16th century and by 1781 belonged 
to a Mr Clarke.  The Clarke family remained the owners until 1843, when a good deal of the 
northern part was acquired by Thomas Stokes, a Leicester hosier, who built New Parks 
House in 1845-46.” 
http://landedfamilies.blogspot.co.nz/2013/08/60-robertson-aikman-of-ross-house.html 
 
It seems likely that the Mr Clarke referenced here is John Clarke[1] (1730-1793) who was 
married to Sarah nee Worthington. A comprehensive biography of his son - John Clarke[2] 
(1781-1858) is included in the Greater Wigston Historical Society Bulletin 60 (available 
online at http://wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk/GWHS%20Bulletin%2060.pdf). Although these 
Clarkes aren’t entered in the Clarke pedigree, the amount of overlap in the lives of these two 
families makes it seem almost certain that they were cousins of some sort, though their 
particular branch hasn’t yet been identified.  
 
The follow record from 1798 gives details of a land tax transaction where the proprietor is 
given as a Mrs S Clarke and the occupiers includes a Rob. Clarke. John Clarke[1] died in 
1793, so the Mrs S Clarke here is probably his wife Sarah Clarke. The Rob. Clarke could 
well be Robert Clarke, the father of John Clarke[3] (father of CS Clarke).  
 

 
 

http://landedfamilies.blogspot.co.nz/2013/08/60-robertson-aikman-of-ross-house.html
http://wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk/GWHS%20Bulletin%2060.pdf


John Clarke[3] and his two siblings were born in Duddington between 1791 and 1794, so the 
family weren’t living at New Parks at that time. In 1824 a marriage notice in The Lincoln, 
Rutland and Stamford Mercury (The Lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury (Stamford, 
England), Friday, November 26, 1824; pg. 3; Issue 4888. British Newspapers, Part IV: 
1780-1950) describes John Clarke[3] as "Gen. of New Parks”.  
 
It is my conjecture that Robert Clarke leased the New Parks house from his relation John 
Clarke[1]’s widow Sarah sometime between 1794 and 1798. When Robert Clarke died in 
1820 his son John Clarke[3] took over the lease and he and his wife Sarah made it their 
home. All of their twelve children were born there between 1827 and 1843.  
 
Note that the New Parks estate seems to consist of several houses and/or estates - one of 
these was owned by Thomas Worthington who later married Jane Clarke, sister of John 
Clarke[3]. 
 
The following are some newspaper extracts that reference New Parks during this time. 
 



 
 
Leicester Chronicle August 2 1828 



Leicester Chronicle March 25 1837 
 



 
 
Leicester Chronicle September 13 1834 
 



 
 
Leicester Chronicle 15 July 1843 
 
 
In 1843 John Clarke[2] went bankrupt and as a consequence was forced to sell the New 
Parks estate along with a large proportion of his vast property portfolio. The sale went ahead 
in 1844. The details of this can be read in the GWHS bulletin as referenced above. John 
Clarke[3] and family were forced out of the property and moved to Leicester central. Though 
it seems likely that John Clarke[3] had the intention of acquiring or leasing another country 
house (in 1846 a marriage notice for his daughter refers to him as “John Clarke, Esq., of 
Leicester, and Manor House, Turlangton), three years later they were still living in Leicester 
when first John and then his wife Sarah contracted Cholera and died.  
 



There is no information on what happened to the house that the Clarkes lived in at New 
Parks - a new house was constructed by the new owner Thomas Stokes in 1845 so it is 
likely that the old houses were simply pulled down. 
 
 


